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CITY COLLEGE of NEW YORK

City University of New York

FIQWS Proposal:  

Before completing this proposal, please read the attached Guidelines for Topic and Composition Instructors.

Although the topic instructor presents the proposal, it is with an understanding that the syllabus will be developed in coordination with the composition instructor.
Email your course proposal to: Ana Vasovic  at  avasovic@ccny.cuny.edu 

Semester:  
Course Name: 

Time requested: 
 

Room requested:  

1. Course Information

a) Course Description (For Committee): 

b) Course Description (For New Freshmen) :

c) Principal Readings (please be as specific as possible and explain how they relate to the topic): 

d) Pedagogical Methods:  
e) Course Learning Outcomes: 

This section should include (some of/all) FIQWS learning outcomes along with (some of/all) course/department/division specific learning outcomes, as well as outcomes specific to the course.
FIQWS Learning Outcomes

1. Shows familiarity with the essential steps in the writing process (note-taking, prewriting, organizing, composing, revising and proof-reading).

2. Shows familiarity with basic rhetorical strategies and patterns, including argument, exposition, comparison and contrast, and narrative. 

3. Demonstrates the ability to synthesize materials drawn from multiple sources using critical reflection and independent judgment.

4. Demonstrates an intermediate level of information literacy, including the ability to locate and critically evaluate relevant library and on-line resources.

5. Demonstrates the ability to write a research paper of 2,500 words that develops a central thesis coherently and in detail.
Additional outcomes

f) Writing assignments (total required: 20-25 pages of graded writing)

i) Research paper (7-10 pages) required (along with scaffolded assignments leading to the final product)
ii) other writing assignments: 
g) Other Assignments:  
2. How will grade be determined for the topic part of the course? Please be specific (% weight)
Proposal made by: 
E-mail:   

FIQWS 

FIQWS

The Freshman Inquiry Writing Seminars (FIQWS) were created in order to provide entering freshmen with a unique and exciting learning environment in their first semester at CCNY. These very basic, 100-level seminars build the necessary analytical and writing skills needed to succeed in higher-level courses, while easing integration into college life by creating a sense of community around a commonly-shared experience.

FIQWS courses carry 6 credits (3 for the “topic” seminar and 3 for the “composition” seminar) and are taught by two instructors. One grade is given for the 6 credit course through the consultation of both instructors.

I. FIQWS Requirements:

Between the two seminars, the students should produce 20-25 pages of graded writing.  This writing ought to include a short research paper (7-10 pp), executed gradually in incremental assignments throughout the semester.

The course also requires that students be taught basic college skills, such as the importance of attendance and the timely submission of work, and that they be encouraged in time management and good study habits.  There is a required Midterm Evaluation of all students. In addition, two library classes, taught by library faculty, are required. One of these will focus on research strategies developed specifically for the topic of the FIQWS in question.  

II. Division of Labor:

-The topic instructor designs the topic, syllabus, and required assignments for the class. 

-The composition instructor works together with the topic instructor to develop in-class and at-home writing assignments to support the graded papers and provide additional writing practice throughout the semester.  The work of the writing class can include reworking of and preparation for papers assigned in the topic class. Below please find guidelines for coordinated assignments:

	Topic Section
	Composition Section

	
	

	Develop Assignments Together
	Develop Assignments Together

	Diagnostic Assignment
	Diagnostic Assignment

	
	A Description (related to Topic)

	
	Argumentative Essay (related to topic)

	
	Compare and Contrast essay (related to topic)

	
	

	Scaffolded Assignments composing research paper:
	Scaffolded Assignments composing research paper:

	Thesis Statement
	Thesis Statement

	Annotated Bibliography
	Annotated Bibliography

	Paper Outline 
	

	Introduction paragraph
	Introduction paragraph

	Topic Sentences
	Topic Sentences

	
	How to make Cited References

	1st Draft
	1st Draft 

	
	

	Final Paper (with citations) 7-10 pp.
	Final Paper (with citations) 7-10pp.

	
	


Other kinds of assignments, such as reviews or critiques of a peer’s draft, an abstract, journal entried or additional scaffolded assignments leading up to the research paper (ie: review of literature, thesis and support statements), may be added to this list, as can assignments specifically related to your topic.

