Fall 2009 Freshman Inquiry Writing Seminar: 

Literature and Psychoanalysis

FIQWS 10027 Section MR (reg. code 4093)



T Th 11:00 – 12:15, NAC 6/319 (Wilner)

T Th 3:30 – 4:45, Sh 101 (Samalin)

Joshua Wilner

NAC 6/317B (office hrs. T Th 10-11 and by appt.)

tel. 212 650-6307; email: jwilner@ccny.cuny.edu
Zachary Samalin

NAC 6/332C (office hrs. TBA and by appt.)

Tel. 212 650-6339; email: zach_samalin@yahoo.com
Description - This course aims to introduce students to basic concepts in psychoanalysis and to explore their power and limits as tools of literary and cultural analysis. We will begin by studying Sigmund Freud’s Five Introductory Lectures. In this short book, Freud tells the story of how he came to develop psychoanalysis as a theory and a method of treatment for mental illness, and he introduces and explains such concepts as the unconscious, repression,  the dreamwork, infantile sexuality, the Oedipus complex, transference and sublimation. At the same time, we will be looking at a variety of stories, poems, novels and films to see how they are illuminated by Freud’s ideas and illuminate those ideas in their turn. Throughout the semester, students will develop their own skills as critical readers and writers through a wide variety of reading and writing activities.

Requirements - regular attendance (4 absences maximum for each module [a.m. and p.m.], 2 latenesses count as an absence); active class participation; frequent writing assignments, including a final 3000 word research paper. 

Course Objectives - Students successfully completing this course will:

a) acquire an understanding of basic concepts in psychoanalysis; 

b) using the methods of psychoanalysis as a starting point, develop their talents as critical readers; 

c) be able to write about both expository and literary texts in clear, well-organized prose 

d) learn to strengthen both oral and written arguments through the careful and imaginative use of textual evidence; 

e) acquire a basic familiarity with the methods and conventions of academic research in the humanities.

Course texts (available either at the bookstore [*] or online at the class Blackboard website):

Freud, Sigmund – Five Introductory Lectures (Norton)*

Freud, Sigmund – On Dreams (selections); “Creative Writers and Daydreaming”

Blake, William – Songs of Innocence and Experience  (Dover)*

Kafka, Franz – “A Country Doctor”

Perkins, Charlotte Gilman – The Yellow Wallpaper (Dover)*

Lawrence, D. H. – “The Rocking Horse Winner”

Faulkner, William – “A Rose for Emily”

Highsmith, Patricia – Strangers on a Train *

Morrison, Toni – The Bluest Eye *

Schedule

Tu 9/1 

Intro

Studies in Hysteria

Th 9/3

Freud, Lecture I 

Tu 9/8

Freud, Lecture I 

Th 9/11 
Perkins, “The Yellow Wallpaper”

Tu 9/15
Perkins, “The Yellow Wallpaper”

Repression and the Unconscious

Th 9/17
Freud, Lecture II



First Paper: Draft Due in Class

Tu 9/22
Freud, Lecture II 

Th 9/24
Faulkner, “A Rose for Emily”

Tu 9/29
No Class – Monday Schedule 



First Paper: Final Draft Due (Email)

Th 10/1
Morrison, The Bluest Eye, “Autumn” 


The Dreamwork

Tu 10/6 
Freud, Lecture III

Th 10/8
Freud, Lecture III

Tu 10/13
Freud, “On Dreams”

Th 10/15
Kafka, “A Country Doctor”; Freud, “On Dreams”

Tu 10/20
Kafka, “A Country Doctor”

Th 10/22
a.m. library visit; p.m. paper workshop


Infantile Sexuality

Tu 10/27 
Kafka, “A Country Doctor” Freud, Lecture IV

Th 10/29 
Freud, Lecture IV, “Creative Writers and Day-Dreaming”



Second Paper: First Draft Due in Class

Tu 11/3
Lawrence, “The Rocking-Horse Winner”


Second Paper: Final Draft Due (Email)

Th 11/5
Morrison, The Bluest Eye, “Spring”

Regression, Transference, Sublimation

Tu, 11/10
Freud Lecture V

Th 11/12
mid – semester conferences 
Tu 11/17
Blake, Songs of Innocence and Experience


Th 11/19
Morgan Library visit: Blake Exhibit (tentative)
Tu 11/24
Morrison, The Bluest Eye, “Summer” and “Winter”
Th 11/26
No Class - Thanksgiving




Third Paper: Final Draft  Due (Email)

Tu 12/1
Highsmith, Strangers on a Train


Th 12/3
Highsmith/Hitchcock, Strangers on a Train

Th 12/8
Highsmith/Hitchcock, Strangers on a Train

Tu 12/10
Wrap-up
Th 12/17
Final Paper Due (Email)

N.B. Please familiarize yourself with CUNY’s Academic Integrity Policy, which is available online (http://www1.ccny.cuny.edu/upload/academicintegrity.pdf) and will also be discussed in class.
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