
Jewish Studies 31500, 2459M: The Jewish Woman in Fiction
City College, Spring 2008
Dr. Amy W. Kratka: KratkaCCNY@yahoo.com
Tuesdays, Thursdays 11:00a-12:15p, NAC 5-126
The Jewish Woman in Fiction
Required Texts:

1. Englander, Nathan.  For the Relief of Unbearable Urges. Vintage, 1999.
2. Goldstein, Rebecca.  Strange Attractors. Penguin, 1993.
3. Mirvis, Tova. The Ladies Auxiliary. Ballantine, 2000.
4. Ozick, Cynthia.  The Pagan Rabbi and Other Stories. Syracuse UP, 1995.
5. Ozick, Cynthia. The Puttermesser Papers. Vintage, 1998.
6.  Roth, Philip. Goodbye, Columbus and Five Short Stories. Vintage, 1959.
7. Selected stories and essays by Agnon, Malamud, Olsen, Paley, Delmore Schwartz, and others in packet provided by instructor.

Course Objective:


In this course we will read short stories and novels by modern Jewish writers, and we will keep a close eye on the characterization of the Jewish woman.  We will discuss differences between the way men and women as authors depict their fictional females, and we will explore what, if anything, constitutes the essence of the Jewish woman character.  What qualities do these women soak up from their surroundings? What effect does history have on the formation of these women as strong or weak personalities? How do societal pressures exert themselves on a Jewish woman?  How might the women be differently rendered if they weren’t Jewish?  Does the woman as intellectual character constitute a threat to her male counterparts? Is there such a thing as “the typical Jewish mother?”

We will pose all of these questions and more during what promises to be a thoughtful and provocative exploration of the centrality of the woman in modern Jewish literature and culture.
Learning Objectives:

1. Analyze primary sources in detail.

2. Evaluate secondary sources that revisit or interpret primary texts.

3. Formulate new, creative approaches to tradition based on independent research.

4. Connect classroom lectures with research that makes tangible elements of contemporary Jewish life.

Percentage Breakdown:
35% Paper I

40% Paper II
10% Oral Presentation

15% Class Participation and Attendance

Assignments and Additional Requirements:
* There will be two Papers--note their exact dates below–both between 5 and 8 pages long.  Instructor will soon provide guidelines that students should follow. No late papers will be accepted. No e-mailed papers will be accepted. Plagiarized papers will automatically receive an F and be submitted, according to procedure, to the Office of Academic Standards.
* Each student will give one Oral Presentation during the semester.  The model for a “check-plus” presentation (grades range from “check-plus” to “check” to “check-minus”): Choose a 1-3 line passage from the day’s assigned reading and illustrate how that passage reflects or explains the reading’s larger theme or themes.  The aim is to bring illumination from part to whole. The presentation should not contain a summary of the text.

* No more than 4 absences (with the exception of medical emergencies), please!

This schedule may change according to the needs of the class:
Mothers and Nurturers
Tue 1/29: Introduction: Grace Paley: “The Loudest Voice” (packet)
Thu 1/31:  Tillie Olsen: (packet) “I Stand Here Ironing”
Tue 2/5: Cynthia Ozick: “The Pagan Rabbi”
Thu 2/7: Ozick: Virility
Tue 2/12:  President’s Day: No Class 
Thu 2/14: Ozick: “An Education”
Tue 2/19:  Ozick: “Spells, Wishes, Goldfish, Old School Hurts”; “On Permission to Write” (packet)
Men on Women:
Thu 2/21:  Philip Roth: Goodbye, Columbus
Tue 2/26: Roth: Goodbye, Columbus
Thu 2/28: S.Y. Agnon: “Agunot” and “The Lady and the Peddler” (packet)
Tue 3/4:  Schwartz: “In Dreams Begin Responsibilities” and Malamud: “The Magic Barrel;” (packet)
Thu 3/6: Nathan Englander: “For the Relief of Unbearable Urges,” “The Wig”
Tue 3/11: Englander: “The Last One Way,” “The Gilgul of Park Avenue”
Thu 3/13:  Gerald Shapiro: “The Twelve Plagues” (packet); Writing Workshop
The Female Intellectual:

Tue 3/18:  Paper I Due; Goldstein: “Looking Back at Lot’s Wife” (packet)
Thu 3/20:  Rebecca Goldstein (in Strange Attractors) “The Legacy of Raizel Kaidish”; “Mindel Gittel”
Tue 3/25:  Goldstein: “The Geometry of Soap Bubbles and Impossible Love”; “Strange Attractors”

Thu 3/27:  Goldstein: “Rabbinical Eyes”
Tue 4/1:  Ozick: The Puttermesser Papers
Thu 4/3:  Puttermesser
Tue 4/8:  Puttermesser
Thu 4/10:  Michal Govrin: “Elijah’s Sabbath Days” and Govrin: “Between Two and Four” www.michalgovrin.com
Tue 4/15: Allegra Goodman: “Variant Text” (packet)
Thu 4/17: Workshop
Spring Recess 4/19-4/27

Passing Judgment
Tue 4/29: Selections from Jewish Feminist theorists (packet)
Thu 5/1: Tova Mirvis: The Ladies Auxiliary
Tue 5/6: The Ladies Auxiliary
Thu 5/8:  Paper II Due; Film: Crossing Delancey (1988 Dir: Joan Micklin Silver)
Tue 5/13:  Crossing Delancey, cont’d
